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Art Unit: 2165 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Harris 
(U.S. Patent Pub. 2002/0059204 A1) 



As per claims 1,12, and 23, Harris teaches a method of querying data (i.e. customized 
query)(Figure 1) comprising (i.e. "The application can develop a customized query for the website 
and/or other data sources accessible to the server, using wired or wireless communications systems and 
protocols.")(paragraph [0008]): initiating a manager module (i.e. initiating device)(Figure 2) 
including registering talents (i.e. data)(see Figure 5) on a database (i.e. "In one embodiment, the 
methods and systems can provide an application that can be installed on a subscriber's server to allow a 
website and/or other data sources accessible to the server, to be searched without requiring pre- 
integration, reformatting, etc. of the server or the data on the server. In another embodiment, the 
application can reside on another device or server that can be in communication with the subscriber's 
website server. For the purposes of the methods and systems described herein, a "website" can be 
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understood to include a document on a network such as the internet or an intranet, that can include a 
home page and other documents and files that can be accessed through the webpage either directly or 
indirectly, and the website can also include databases that can be accessed directly or indirectly. The 
application can develop a customized query for the website and/or other data sources accessible to the 
server, using wired or wireless communications systems and protocols.")(paragraph [0008]); receiving 
a request (i.e. query)(Figure 1) to perform a requested task (i.e. "The application can develop a 
customized query for the website and/or other data sources accessible to the server, using wired or 
wireless communications systems and protocols." A customized query clearly anticipates a requested 
task (i.e. search) to be performed)(paragraph [0008]) and routing (i.e. transmit)(paragraph [0015]; see 
also Figures 2-5) the request to the manager module (i.e. "The methods and systems can 
accommodate customized searches. Accordingly, a user can establish an account or profile that can be 
transmitted or otherwise associated with the search or query request from the initiating device or website. 
The user's profile can be incorporated into the customized searches at the subscriber websites. In one 
embodiment, the user can transmit the profile with the query information or search request, while in 
another embodiment, the user can be identified at the initiating device or website by an account number 
that can allow access to a locally or centrally stored profile for submission with the inquiry. In yet another 
embodiment, a user can submit or otherwise be associated with a profile such that subscribers can 
customize a search or query based on the user profile and/or identity.")(Paragraph [0015]); analyzing 
the database (i.e. product catalog database)(paragraph [0009]) to determine if the requested 
task (i.e. search)(paragraph [0009]) is available (i.e. "if the target of the search is fexf..."The 
preceding text clearly indicates a determination step (i.e. analysis) of the search. )(Paragraphs [0009] and 
[0011]); and if the talent (i.e. data)(see Figure 5) is available, performing the following: 
transferring the request to at least one talent agent (i.e. entity)(paragraph [0041]) that 
corresponds with the requested task (i.e. Tor example, the query results 108 can be transferred 
to the entity that requested that supplied the query information 106, or another entity can be designated 
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or otherwise specified to receive the query results 108. As indicated previously herein, FIG. 1 illustrates 
the principles of the methods and systems which have wide applicability.")(Paragraph [0031]); and 
performing the requested task (i.e. "In an embodiment, the server 14 can access subscriber 
information from the database 13 to cause the query information to be distributed to one or more 
subscribers 16a, 16b, 16c. In the illustrated system, the database 13 can include URLs of subscriber 
servers 16a, 16b, 16c (also referenced herein collectively or individually as 16). The query information 
can be transferred, distributed, or otherwise communicated to the subscriber servers 16 simultaneously 
as in a broadcast, or using an ordered scheme that can include network or load balancing schemes. The 
FIG. 1 system illustrates the communication of query information to three subscribers 16a, 16b, 16c 
although the methods and systems can be applied to one or more subscribers and the number of 
subscribers is not a limitation. For an embodiment wherein the system server 14 communicates to the 
subscriber servers 16 via a network such as the internet, the transfer of the query information can be 
performed using HTTP or HTTPS, for example, although such an example is provided for illustration and 
not limitation.")(Paragraph [0041]). 

As per claim 2, Harris teaches a method, wherein registering talents in a database 
further includes registering native talents available within the manager module on the 
database (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, and [0044]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claim 3, Harris teaches a method, wherein registering talents in a database 
further includes registering native talents available on an agent module on the database 
(see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 



As per claim 4, Harris teaches a method, wherein registering talents in a database 
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further includes registering talents available by talent providers on the database (see 
paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claim 5, Harris teaches a method, wherein the database is a configuration 
database compiled by the execution of talent registration requests (paragraphs [0008], 
[0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 6 and 16, Harris teaches a method, wherein a talent is an action that is 
capable of being performed by a talent agent (paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] 

and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 7 and 17, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein a talent is an 
action capable of being performed by a talent provider, wherein the talent provider is 
coupled to one of the at least one agents (paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and 
[0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claim 8 and 18, Harris teaches a method, wherein a talent is an action that is 
capable of being performed by the manager module (paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, 
[0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claim 9 and 21 , Harris teaches a method, wherein the database includes a list of 
talents and corresponding talent agents capable of performing the talents (paragraphs 
[0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 
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As per claim 10, Harris teaches a method, wherein the manager module further includes 
a cluster of manager modules that can distribute functionality and serve as redundancy 
(Paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 1 1 and 22, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein the at least one 
manager module may distribute task requests among multiple agents in order to 
increase the efficiency with which the task is completed (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], 
[0031], [0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 13, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein the at least one 
manager module includes a plurality of manager modules distributing processes to 
increase efficiency and capable of backing up one another in case one or more of the 
plurality of manager modules fails (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], [0041, [0044] and 
[0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 14, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein the at least one agent 
includes a plurality of agents and wherein each agent may include at least one talent 
provider, wherein the agents are capable of performing certain native talents and the 
talent providers are capable of performing other talents (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], 
[0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 15, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein the at least one 
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database further includes: a configuration database configured to store information 
about available talents and their corresponding agents (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], 
[0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5); an audit database configured to store information 
about requested tasks from a requester; and a results database configured to store 
output information from at least one talent provider (see paragraphs [0008], [0015], [0031], 
[0041, [0044] and [0050]; see also Figs. 2-5). 

As per claims 19, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein at least one of the at 
least one agents further include at least one talent provider (Paragraphs [0044], [0050]). 

As per claims 20 and 26, Harris teaches a data query module, wherein each talent 
provider is capable of performing a talent autonomously if the corresponding agent fails 
(Paragraphs [0044], [0050]). 

As per claims 24, Harris teaches a data query module, further includes an audit 
database configured to store information about requested tasks (Paragraphs [0044], [0050]). 

As per claims 25, Harris teaches a data query module, further includes a results 
database configured to store output information from the at least one talent providers 
(Paragraphs [0044], [0050]). 
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Response to Remarks/Argument 

4. Applicant's arguments, see page 7, filed 17 April 2007, with respect to Figure 4 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of a non-final office 
action dated 17 January 2007 has been withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 17 April 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

Applicant argues: 

The prior art of record fails to teach each and every limitation of claims 1,12, and 

23. 

The Examiner disagrees. Harris teaches a method of querying data (i.e. customized 
query)(Figure 1) comprising (i.e. "The application can develop a customized query for the website 
and/or other data sources accessible to the server, using wired or wireless communications systems and 
protocols.")(paragraph [0008]): initiating a manager module (i.e. initiating device)(Figure 2) 
including registering talents (i.e. data)(see Figure 5) on a database (i.e. "In one embodiment, the 
methods and systems can provide an application that can be installed on a subscriber's server to allow a 
website and/or other data sources accessible to the server, to be searched without requiring pre- 
integration, reformatting, etc. of the server or the data on the server. In another embodiment, the 
application can reside on another device or server that can be in communication with the subscriber's 
website server. For the purposes of the methods and systems described herein, a "website" can be 
understood to include a document on a network such as the internet or an intranet, that can include a 
home page and other documents and files that can be accessed through the webpage either directly or 
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indirectly, and the website can also include databases that can be accessed directly or indirectly. The 
application can develop a customized query for the website and/or other data sources accessible to the 
server, using wired or wireless communications systems and protocols.")(paragraph [0008]); receiving 
a request (i.e. query)(Figure 1) to perform a requested task (i.e. "The application can develop a 
customized query for the website and/or other data sources accessible to the server, using wired or 
wireless communications systems and protocols." A customized query clearly anticipates a requested 
task (i.e. search) to be performed)(paragraph [0008]) and routing (i.e. transmit)(paragraph [0015]; see 
also Figures 2-5) the request to the manager module (i.e. "The methods and systems can 
accommodate customized searches. Accordingly, a user can establish an account or profile that can be 
transmitted or otherwise associated with the search or query request from the initiating device or website. 
The user's profile can be incorporated into the customized searches at the subscriber websites. In one 
embodiment, the user can transmit the profile with the query information or search request, while in 
another embodiment, the user can be identified at the initiating device or website by an account number 
that can allow access to a locally or centrally stored profile for submission with the inquiry. In yet another 
embodiment, a user can submit or otherwise be associated with a profile such that subscribers can 
customize a search or query based on the user profile and/or identity.")(Paragraph [0015]); analyzing 
the database (i.e. product catalog database)(paragraph [0009]) to determine if the requested 
task (i.e. search)(paragraph [0009]) is available (i.e. "if the target of the search is texf..."The 
preceding text clearly indicates a determination step (i.e. analysis) of the search.)(Paragraphs [0009] and 
[0011]); and if the talent is available, performing the following: transferring the request to 
at least one talent agent that corresponds with the requested task (i.e. "For example, the 
query results 108 can be transferred to the entity that requested that supplied the query information 106, 
or another entity can be designated or otherwise specified to receive the query results 108. As indicated 
previously herein, FIG. 1 illustrates the principles of the methods and systems which have wide 
applicability.")(Paragraph [0031]); and performing the requested task (i.e. "In an embodiment, the 
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server 14 can access subscriber information from the database 13 to cause the query information to be 
distributed to one or more subscribers 16a, 16b, 16c. In the illustrated system, the database 13 can 
include URLs of subscriber servers 16a, 16b, 16c (also referenced herein collectively or individually as 
16). The query information can be transferred, distributed, or otherwise communicated to the subscriber 
servers 16 simultaneously as in a broadcast, or using an ordered scheme that can include network or 
load balancing schemes. The FIG. 1 system illustrates the communication of query information to three 
subscribers 16a, 16b, 16c although the methods and systems can be applied to one or more subscribers 
and the number of subscribers is not a limitation. For an embodiment wherein the system server 14 
communicates to the subscriber servers 16 via a network such as the internet, the transfer of the query 
information can be performed using HTTP or HTTPS, for example, although such an example is provided 
for illustration and not limitation.")(Paragraph [0041]). 

Hence, the Applicant's arguments do not distinguish over the claimed invention 
over the prior art of record. 

Any other arguments by the applicant are either more limiting than the claimed 
language or completely irrelevant. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farhan M. Syed whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7191. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / J /I 
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